COMMERCIAL OILS

CHAPTER I
VEGETABLE and animal oils, and fats (as distinct from
mineral oils, or petroleums), are compounds of carbon,
hydrogen and oxygen which are found naturally in all
plants and animals.
The word oils is generally applied to the varieties liquid
at ordinary temperatures, and fats, to those solid at
ordinary temperatures. Oils and fats are chemical
combinations of glycerin as a base with the so-called
fatty acids.
The combination forms the so-called neutral oil or
fat. There is a large number of different kinds of fatty
acids. The different kinds of oils found in nature are
due to the number of fatty acids. Any one oil gen-
erally has some one kind of acid predominant in it,
and along with this predominant acid it will have
besides a number of the other acids in smaller amounts.
The different acids each have different properties, and
impart these differences to the oils in which they occur.
No one oil, however, has any fixed combination of the
different fatty acids present in it, but the proportions
of these will vary with the locality, soil, season, food
(in the case of animals), and various other factors.
This accounts for differences between the same species